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force more than double his own; so gross was this
treachery.

Catinat often complained of this: he sent won! of It
to the Court, but without daring to draw any conclusion
from what happened. Nobody sustained him at Court,
for Vaudemont had everybody in his favour. Ik* capt-
ured our general officers by his politeness, his mag-
nificence, and, above all, by presenting them with
abundant supplies. All the useful, and the agreeable,
came from his side; all the dryness, all the exacti-
tude, came from Catinat. It need not be asked which
of the two had all hearts. In fine, Tesse and Vaude-
mont carried out their schemes so well that C'atinat
could do nothing.

While these schemes were going on, the Imperialists
were enabled to gain time, to strengthen themselves,
to cross the rivers without obstacle, to approach us;
and, acquainted with everything as they were, to at-
tack a portion of our army on the 9th July, at Capri,
with five regiments of cavalry and dragoons* Prince
Eugene led this attack without his coming being in
the least degree suspected, and fell suddenly upon our
troops. Tesse, who was in the immediate neighbour-
hood with some dragoons, advanced rapidly upon hear-
ing this, but only with a few dragoons. A long re-
sistance was made, but at last retreat became necessary,
It was accomplished in excellent order, and without
disturbance from the enemy; but our loss was very
great, many officers of rank being among the dead,

Such was our first exploit in Italy; all the fault of
which was attributed to Catinat. Tesse and Vaude-
mont did everything in their power to secure his clis-